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1. 336. The sea-snake. «The jormungandr, or Snake of the
Ocean, whose folds surround the earth, is one of the wildest fictions
' of the Edda. It was very nearly caught by the god Thor, who went
to fish for it with a hook baited with a bull's head. In the battle
betwixt the evil demons and the divinities of Odin, which is to
precede the Ragnarockr> or Twilight of the Gods, this Snake is
to act a conspicuous part.'
1. 337. The dread Maids. 'These were the Valcyriur, or Se-
lectors of the Slain, despatched by Odin from Valhalla, to choose
those who were to die, and to distribute the contest. They are well
known to the English reader as Gray's Fatal Sisters.'—scott.
1. 340. Of chiefs, &c. '" The northern warriors were usually en-
tombed with their arms, and their other treasures. Thus, Angantyr,
before commencing the duel in which he was slain, stipulated, that
if he fell, his sword Tyrfing should be buried with him. His
daughter, Hervor, afterwards took it from his tomb. The dialogue
which passed betwixt her and Angantyr's spirit on this occasion has
been often translated. The whole history may be found in the
Hervarar-Saga. Indeed, the ghosts of the northern warriors were
not wont tamely to suffer their tombs to be plundered; and hence
the mortal heroes had an additional temptation to attempt such
adventures ; for they held nothing more worthy of their valour than
to encounter supernatural beings."—Bartholinus De causis contempt®
a Danis mortis > lib. i. cap. 2, 9, 10, 13.'—scott.
1. 358. Castle Eavensheueli. 'A large and strong castle, now
ruinous, situated betwixt Kirkaldy and Dysart, on a steep crag,
washed by the Frith of Forth. It was conferred on Sir William
St. Clair as a slight compensation for the earldom of Orkney, by a
charter of King James III., dated in 1471, and is now the property
of Sir James St. Clair Erskine, (now Earl of Kosslyn,) representative
of the family. It was long a principal residence of the Barons of
Roslin/—scott.
1. 376. Boslin. ' The beautiful chapel of Roslin is still in toler-
able preservation. It was founded in 1446, by William St. Clair,
Prince of Orkney, Duke of Oldenburgh, Earl of Caithness and
Stratherne, Lord St. Clair, Lord Niddesdale, Lord Admiral of the
Scottish Seas, Lord Chief Justice of Scotland, Lord Warden of the
three Marches, Baron of Roslin, Pentland, Pentlandmoor, &c.,
Knight of the Cockle, and of the Garter (as is affirmed), High
Chancellor, Chamberlain, and Lieutenant of Scotland. This lofty
person, whose titles, says Godscroft, might weary a Spaniard, built

